[Epiduralography for diagnosis of lumbar intervertebral disc protrusion: report of 304 cases].
The authors used epiduralography in 304 cases for the diagnosis of lumbar intervertebral disc protrusion. The radiopaque contrast media was injected into the epidural space and then X-rays were taken of the 304 cases, 273 cases received surgical intervention. Two hundred and seventy positive epidural X-ray, all were confirmed to have protruded or ruptured intervertebral disc at surgery. Three cases had negative epiduralgram preoperatively, no disc protrusion revealed at operation. Thus the accuracy of this technique in diagnosis of intervertebral disc protrusion was L 100%. The findings of positive epidural X-ray may be classified into 5 categories: (1) Lateral filling defect (21.2%), (2) Irregular filling defect near the center (0.7%), (3) Complete block of epidural space (35.6%), (4) Incomplete block of epidural space (27.4%), and (5) Unilateral block of epidural space (15.1%).